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passage running by another series of rooms which
being upholstered in the same tasteless, gaudy style,
I thought I had had enough of the Palace and was
wishing myself outside it, when coming up to a side
passage I heard some one playing billiards in a room
at the end of it. On asking the guide I was told I was
correct in my surmise and that it was the Emperor
who was playing billiards.   His Imperial Majesty,
the guide said, was very partial to the game and
spent long afternoons playing it.   On further ques-
tioning I, gathered that at present the sole occupa-
tion of the Emperor was playing billiards, and the
Imperial .Person being debarred by strict  Court
etiquette from walking or taking any other form of
outdoor exercise, the game was a godsend to his
Corean Majesty; for, besides finding him an agree-
able occupation, it furnished him with some means
of exercising his Royal limbs.    Most of the high
officials of the late Imperial Household are still round
the Emperor, though being now relieved of their
high  functions  and responsibilities  by the new
Japanese administration they are content to serve
their Imperial master in a more humble capacity.
The Lord Chamberlain, for instance, is at present
wholly occupied in accompanying His Majesty round
the billiard-table each afternoon and the Lord High
Comptroller of the Household now gives his time
entirely to receiving tourists and showing them
round the Palace and was, in fact, standing before
me in the person of my guide.

Thefollowing day I left Seoul for Mukden, but broke
the journey at Shingishu for the night.  The same